2012 RHCOC GAC Priorities

· Traffic Congestion

· Movement of goods, raw materials, and employees has been a major concern for members of RHCOC. The problem is not unique as this issue has also been on the agenda of most major cities around the world. Ideas from other jurisdictions and other possible solutions to this problem must be examined in order to achieve efficient movement around Richmond Hill and the GTA. Below is a partial list of sub issues that we might examine over the next year or so.

· Transit Oriented Development/Planning

· Effective and Efficient Transit in and around Richmond Hill

· Bus Rapid Transit Development along Yonge Street

· Subway Extension to Richmond Hill

· Smart Commute and programs like this that contribute to the solution

· Economic Development

· The efficient economic development of our Town is of paramount importance to our future as businesses, and also for residents of Richmond Hill and Southern York Region. At this point in our Town’s future, where we are running out of developable employment lands and are soon going to be infilling our existing employment lands, an efficient and well executed economic development strategy will provide maximum benefit to our members. We will examine and monitor the new Richmond Hill Economic Development Strategy and provide input when appropriate in order to facilitate the maximization of efficient and appropriate economic development. Below is a partial list of items that we might examine.

· Employment Land Development/Optimization

· Potential for Bio Medical / Bio Technology Clusters in partnership with York Central Hospital

· Downtown Core Revitalization/Civic Centre Project
· Tax Rate / Efficiency

· Monitoring Regional/Municipal Taxes and user Fees, Development Charges to ensure we remain competitive.  The rate of taxes that businesses pay at all levels of government has a good deal to do with a firm’s profitability and ability to thrive. A fair and efficient tax system and tax rate at all levels of government will be an ongoing priority for the GAC. Below is a partial list of items that we might examine.

· Federal and Provincial Taxes

· York Central Hospital

· The York Central Hospital has been an important feature of our Town since the 1960s. It is Richmond Hill’s largest employer and with its recent expansion and the prospect of merging with the yet to be built Vaughan Campus of Care Hospital, it is set to become an even more important part of our community. A strong hospital as well as a Town’s various amenities is an important reason for a company and its employees to locate in a particular Town. The hospital also gives Richmond Hill some potential to attract Biomedical and other Health Care related businesses, which can provide high paying jobs and economic spin offs for neighbouring businesses. RHCOC has supported the Hospital in the past and will do so in the future. Below is a partial list of items that we might examine.

· Maintaining a Strong Hospital in Richmond Hill

